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Enhanced Ponds

0 We built 16 new islands for nesting birds at 240-acre Pond A16
in Alviso. We also redesigned the pond and added a fish screen so
we can keep water levels optimal for shorebirds while protecting
threatened fish. The end of this construction means Phase 1 is
complete for both Alviso and Ravenswood.

Q Workers at Eden Landing carved mud and installed pipes,
nearing completion on a suite of ponds designed to provide a
menu of saline options for shorebirds.

Tidal Marsh Restoration

e Save The Bay launched a new vegetation restoration effort at
four acres in Eden Landing. Over two years, staff and volunteers will
plant about 10,000 native shrubs to create transitional habitat along
our developing tidal marsh at former Pond E9.

° Mother Nature has been hard at work building mudflat and
carving channels at Alviso Pond A17, breached on Halloween 2012.

Public Access and Participation

o Alviso Pond A16 now boasts a platform for viewing and a set
of new interpretive signs. Workers also reconfigured the Mallard
Slough loop trail to make way for wetlands. Nearby Pond A17 has
interpretive features at the end of that trail, and both areas have
bike racks.

Flood Protection

The Project cannot breach too many more additional levees at

Alviso to create tidal marsh until flood protection levees are erected.

The Congressionally authorized South San Francisco Bay Shoreline
Study, a partnership of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, State
Coastal Conservancy and the Santa Clara Valley Water District, is

»> Progress Toward Our 3 Goals

Goal 1: Restore & Enhance Habitat

3040 Acres of Habitat Restored

To date, we have opened 3,040 acres of former industrial salt ponds to
the Bay so nature can recreate wetlands. We are now planning our second
phase of restoration work, which could include restoring thousands of
additional acres to salt marsh. Our initial goal is to restore half of our
land, 7,500 acres, to tidal marsh, with the other 50% in managed ponds.

3040 acres
before 2013 | | 2013: 0 acres

Goal: 7500 Acres

41% of goal achieved

analyzing Alviso-area flood risk management options, as well as
ecosystem restoration scenarios. In 2013, work continued on an
Army Corps-directed environmental analysis of tentatively selected
Alviso-area levee alignments and new habitat restoration.

Science and Adaptive Management

e Studies have indicated that seasonally opening ponds with

a history of mercury contamination may be creating conditions
that increase mercury levels in water and fish. The results have
prompted managers to seek regulatory approval to keep Pond A8,
a pond with mercury-tainted sediments, open year-round in order
to benefit wildlife.

Leopard sharks have responded well to our recent breaches by
gorging on increased populations of fish, crabs, and other species
inside the ponds.

Symposium 2013 Highlights:

* The number of waterbirds at the Project has doubled since
2003, from less than 100,000 to more than 200,000 in 2012.

Studies of the endangered western snowy plover found that
predation is the leading cause of nest failure. Placing oyster shells
on dry ponds, where the birds nest, may reduce predation by
camouflaging eggs and chicks.

* Managers and engineers are starting to use information gathered
by scientists on pond features such as island configuration and
quantity, and water depth and salinity, that are most attractive
to nesting, resting, and feeding birds to optimize use by a wide
variety of bird species.

o After our 2010 breach at Pond A6 flooded a large colony of
nesting California gulls there, about half of the birds moved to
ponds just to the east.

We Doubled Enhanced Pond Acres
With our completed pond construction work at 240-acre Pond
A16 in Alviso, the Project now has 477 acres of ponds that have

been enhanced for wildlife use. Project goals call for achieving
1,600 acres.

30% of goal achieved }}}

88 )

\_J
w

}[ JLL

SOUTH BAY SALT POND RESTORATION PROJECT

@ ayward

Union\Ci

el
Alameda Creel:

(SEden A

Landing

Alameda Cnunt/yv

Flood Control
Channel

Fremont

Soutl}
ANnci S(‘l) Ba},

o= ~_Newark

S

., avenswood ‘
v / S o,

Palo Alto

Redwood 1

Hetch fFretciy Adued"“"

Menlo

2 Park

Palo
Alto

Slough

Guadalupe

Other News k

« Members of the public provided
thoughts on our Phase 2 plans and
their environmental review, and
consultants are busy completing the
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South Bay Salt Pond
Restoration Project
Restoring the Wild Heart of the South Bay

Reference Features N

— Highways environmental analysis of plans for
+—+—+ Railroad W E .

Alviso and Ravenswood.
0 1000 2,000 4,000 S .
T —eters ) + The Project now has a“donate”
— — Miles | .
0 1 2 4 button on our website to offer an
2013 easy way to support our work, at
[ Past Construction www.southbayrestoration.org/

donation.

+ The US Fish and Wildlife Service
completed its tidal marsh recovery
plan for Northern and Central
California, a voluntary effort
to aid 17 imperiled birds, plants
and animals.

« Cris Benton, whose graceful

images have helped us track and
show off our changing South Bay
landscape, is featured in a newly
published book, Saltscapes: the Kite
Aerial Photography of Cris Benton,
published by
Heyday.
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Goal 2: Provide Public Access

Alviso: New Spots to View and Learn Created

The Project’s public access vision: establish an interrelated trail
system; provide viewing and interpretation opportunities; create small
watercraft launch points; and allow for waterfowl hunting. The project
to date has created 2.9 trail miles. In 2013, we erected a viewing
platform and new interpretive signs at Pond A16 in Alviso.

Goal 3: Provide Flood Risk Management

Flood Protection Progress Maintained

A goal of the Project is to provide for flood risk management,
maintaining or improving existing flood protection levels. Project
managers are committed to ensuring that flood hazards to adjacent
communities and infrastructure do not increase as a result of the
restoration. Tidal marsh restoration completed to date will increase
scour and existing channels, thereby increasing flood flow capacity.
Tidal marsh restoration in flood-critical parts of the Project area
will not occur until inboard flood protection is established. In 2013,
planning for new levees near Alviso continued.
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